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Abstract

Since the 1990s, the Republic of Korea has been confronted with many
challenges such as social structural changes due to rapid globalization and
multiculturalization, low birthrate, and diplomatic conflict between
neighboring countries, which are not sufficiently addressed by existing
citizenship education anymore, The current situation therefore strongly
calls for a paradigm shift on Korean citizenship education, In response to
such circumstances, this paper proposes a policy plan for Global Citizen—
ship Education (GCED) to improve Korean education from the viewpoint
of the Park Geun—hye administration's “Education for Happiness” and to
support the concept of “Fostering Global Citizenship” as a new education

agenda for the post—2015,

By closely observing the ongoing demands for fundamental change caused
by globalization on the nature of citizenship, citizenry and civil society,
this paper reviews concepts, history and the recent research trends in
and outside the Republic of Korea regarding global civil society, citizenship
and GCED, According to the findings, GCED can be defined as an effort
to establish a global community creating a positive virtuous cycle through

education,

The paper especially highlights the growing importance of GCED within
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the new education discourse, which shifted its emphasis more on acquiring
non—cognitive skills than cognitive ones, through analyzing the post—2015
global education agenda setting and the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) setting processes which includes the outcomes of the World Ed—
ucation Forum 2015, In addition, it points out that the Asia—Pacific Centre
of Education for International Understanding (APCEIU) has contributed to
the leading position of the Republic of Korea with regard to GCED in the
process of discussing the post—2015 education agenda, Therefore, APCEIU is

seen to play an important role in promoting GCED nationwide and worldwide,

Furthermore, in order for the Republic of Korea to maintain leadership on
the GCED agenda, establishing a systematic strategy is necessary. The
five core tasks necessary for setting up the strategy include: 1) Situation
analysis on GCED, policy research and an establishment of a global net—
work; 2) Development and dissemination of GCED curriculum and learning
materials; 3) Development and operation of GCED specialist training pro—
gramme; 4) Development and application of GCED youth exchange project;
and 5) Development and application of GCED capacity building programme
for civil society. When it comes to carrying out these missions, it is critical

to make sure that GCED and development education go together,

In conclusion, as the host country of the World Education Forum 2015, the
Republic of Korea needs to establish a long—term and sustainable policy
road map in collaboration with related institutions and government offices
in order to continuously promote GCED for the post—2015 and consolidate
it as a Korea—led education agenda, A model 4—step plan which consists
of stages such as: Planning and establishment of foundation for GCED —

Implementation of GCED policy and building global partnerships — Pre—
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liminary evaluation of GCED outcomes and policy revision — Dissemina—
tion of GCED implementation achievements’ is suggested in the paper. It
is also important for government, international organizations, academia,
civil society, media, parents and all related stakeholders to cooperate as

partners in order to accomplish such road map.

Also, policy proposals for the advancement of GCED is suggested as follows,
First, system—wise, a specialized agency like the APCEIU should be
designated and brought up as a global hub of GCED so that it can work as
a control tower in charge of the promotion of GCED and its partnerships,
Second, budget—wise, setting up a ‘global fund for GCED' and increasing
the budget amount for APCEIU is needed for further and sustainable pro—
motion of GCED, Third, in the aspect of infrastructure, building a GCED
training centre where training participants can be accommodated and par—
ticipate in a more intensive experiential training is necessary to stabilize
and efficiently implement GCED programmes, Fourth, programme—wise,
a GCED specialized agency which plays a pivotal role in the field has to
develop and carry out related programmes and projects in a systematic
way. Fifth, in the area of human resource management, recruiting more
professionals who are able to successfully carry out the GCED programmes

according to the new GCED expansion plan is required,
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